THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CURRICULUM 2013 IN THE POSTMODERNISM PERSPECTIVE by Ardiawan, I Ketut Ngurah & Artawan, Ketut Ngurah
120
Emphasizing the Role of Hinduism, Education, Culture and Yoga in Global World
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CURRICULUM 2013
IN THE POSTMODERNISM PERSPECTIVE
 I Ketut Ngurah Ardiawan
STAHN Mpu Kuturan Singaraja
E-mail: ngurahardiawan90@gmail.com
Ketut Ngurah Artawan
SMP Negeri 2 Manggis, Karangasem-Bali
E-mail: angurahartawan@gmail.com
I. INTRODUCTION
Education is not merely intended to
increase our income, but it is also about raising
the spirit of unity, togetherness, environmental
care, responsibility, as well as to raise the sense
of nationalism. Therefore, countries that
succeed in their development are those that
prioritize the development of the education.
Before World War 2, countries did not concern
the development of the educational field, but
they put the economic development first. This
paper discusses more on the field of educational
psychology since it brings great impacts on the
development of education. Meanwhile, other
fields, such as philosophy, psychology, and
educational sociology will be discussed in
different intensity.
Nowadays, there is a widespread belief
that modernity era has been over and it is the
beginning of the postmodern era.
Postmodernists tend to reject what is known
as word view, metanarrative, totality, and so
on. Even, the big phenomena of postmodernity,
such as emotions, feelings, intuitions,
reflections, speculations, personal experiences,
habits, violence, metaphysics, customs,
cosmology, magic, myth, religious sentiments,
mystical experiences can be the postmodernists’
interests (Crook, 2001: 24-25). The existence
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of postmodernism in the humans’ intellectuality
world is realized to bring interesting new colors
to be analyzed and studied. This is not only
because the presence of postmodernism touches
the academic world, but postmodernism also
leads the critical thinking to re-read and
reanalyze the various customs that have been
believed to be true.
II. DISCUSSION
2.1 The Basic Views of Postmodernism
Postmodernism theorists offer
intermediation rather than determination, offer
diversity rather than unity, and also offer
complexity rather than simplification. In the
social study, the postmodernism social theory
is different from modernism social theory.
Generally, modern social theory tends to be
absolute, rational and accepting all the
possibilities of truth findings. Meanwhile, the
postmodernism social theory tends to be
relativistic and open to all the irrational
possibilities (Ritzer, 2004: 5-7).
Relating to the modern social theory,
Ritzer (2004: 8-9) stated that postmodernism
is a kind of criticism towards the modern
society which is considered to fail in realizing
the development of bright future.
Postmodernism tends to reject what is called
as the worldview; meta-narrative, grand
narrative, totality, and so on, and reject the idea
that there is only one perspective or the right
answer.
There are many views or ideas that have
been stated by postmodernists that are related
to too many problems. One of them is in
connection with the educational problem. Some
of those views are reality, change and
difference, metaphysics, the self, inquiry, and
forms of scholarship.
a)    Reality
According to Grenz (1996: 69), the modern
perspective assumes that reality is structured
and humans’ ratio can analyze and understand
the structure of the natural laws. But
postmodernism rejects that kind of view.
Postmodernism has eliminated the concept of
the objective world. The elimination of the
concept of the objective world is the result of
the postmodernists’ rejection of the realist view
and adoption of a non-realist view.
Based on the postmodernists’ view, the
reality is more complex rather than what is
imagined by human beings. That is why reality
is a part of humans’ creations. People create a
reality based on their needs, interests,
prejudices, customs, and cultures. Even so, the
reality is not entirely the result of humans’
creation.
b)    Change and difference
The change happening must be different
from one community to other communities.
Postmodernists have no longer accepted the
validity of the ideal integral world. They
appreciate the difference more than the unity,
respect more on the local and particular things
rather than universal things. To postmodernist
knowledge is not eternal and universal (Grenz,
1996). There are eternal interests and tentative
framework leading to a continuity.
c)    Metaphysic
Postmodernism is often seen by its
followers as a belief rejecting the metaphysic,
ontology, epistemology, etc. This is based on
the postmodernism perspective which rejects
a reality and an absolute or universal research
method. Since humans live in a dynamic and
fragmented world, they need various stabilities
which can be found. The efforts in finding those
various stabilities, such as studies on the
patterns of general intellectual, moral, and so
on are kinds of metaphysics.
d)    The self
Postmodernists question the ideas of a self
or a universal subject, constant, and united
which have the complete knowledge and
control on what they think, talk, and do.
postmodernism shows that self is affected by
the culture and customs around, change along
that culture, and fragmented as culture.
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In line with that, Grenz (1996) quoted
Heidgger’s explanation that humans are not
subjects of thinking or subjects that only think
with their minds. People are beings in the world
which are involved in a social network.
e)    Inquiry
The change of the understanding of reality
has changed humans’ understanding about
knowledge and the way to obtain it. Knowledge
is no longer a tower of objectivity in a sea of
cultural relativity. Even the discourse of
knowledge cannot come out from humans’
participation in the world that they want to
know (Grenz, 1996). Postmodernism requires
a great change in the conception of research as
a medium to obtain knowledge. People do not
have to look at themselves anymore to find a
reality. Moreover, people get involved in an
interactive process of knowledge creation.
People are developing a working understanding
of reality and life, one thing fitting their
purpose. Knowledge is more ambiguous and
unstable than what we have thought so far.
According to postmodernists, language
matches the constant play from this
interpretation. That is why knowledge is a form
of language activity. Words in a language are
not related to definite concepts or references.
f)    Forms of scholarship/ science
The unique characteristic of
postmodernism is the absence of a central point
that controls everything. Even though there are
various forms of postmodernism, they all agree
that there is no single focus or central point.
There is a general standard that can be used to
measure, value, or evaluate the concepts or
certain lifestyle (Silverman, 1996). This unique
characteristic also implements in science. There
is no hegemony of a certain tradition of any
science. Radical democracy of postmodernism
leads to this thing. Each individual should be
seen as a center of a science.
2. Postmodernism Perspective on the
Implementation of Curriculum 2013
Curriculum 2013 is the latest
curriculum and it is the renewal of Curriculum
2006, KTSP. Curriculum 2013 is expected to
be able to change the educational paradigm for
the better. The implementation of Curriculum
2013 still causes pros and cons, though 2 years
of study has been carried out on its
implementation. Actually, the development of
this curriculum has been planned well to follow
the development of education in developed
countries. But, every teacher still has not
familiar enough with this curriculum. Many
people think there is no readiness in its
implementation. Then this curriculum is
considered unclear and failed by some parties.
Furthermore, Kurniawan (cited in
Kompasiana, 2014) stated “Curriculum 2013
is created to answer the internal and external
challenges. Internal challenge is related to the
condition of education which is associated with
the demands of education referring to 8
National educational standards including the
standard of content, process, graduate
competency, educators and education staffs,
facilities and infrastructure, management,
financial, and assessment. External challenge
is associated with globalization and other issues
related to the environmental problems, the
advancement of technology and information,
the rise of creative and cultural industry, and
the development of education in the
international level”.
Postmodernism views that education
should not only be imposed on school, but it
should be disseminated through works. This is
in line with postmodernism which concerns on
plurality, heterogeneity, and differentiation.
Postmodernism is an era of openness to see new
different things while rejecting the tendency of
apathy and obedience of a certain authority,
order, and new rules. Postmodernism also
criticizes the education world that questions the
quality of educational institution in
transforming the values and knowledge.
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Curriculum 2013 has proved the
existence of postmodernism in the educational
world in Indonesia. The presence of
postmodernism in the educational world brings
new colours and delivers criticism towards the
assumptions or traditions that have been
believed to be true. Furthermore, Kurniawan
(2014) said: “This full authority transfer reflects
an educational democracy. It means that
community and schools have a common
interest and optimal responsibility for the
progress of education. Through the well
educational preparation, the components of
curriculum and educators, for example, can be
adopted based on the needs and interests of the
community, along with the readiness of natural
and human resources.
3. The Implications of Postmodernism in
Educational Field
    Pedagogy is a science addressing various
general problems in education in a
comprehensive and abstract manner. Pedagogy
is both theoretical and practical. Theoretically,
pedagogy describes the normative matters
referring to a certain standard of value.
Meanwhile to the practical world, pedagogy
shows how education should be implemented
(Bernadib, 1997: 7).
There are some implications of the
application of philosophical foundation in
pedagogy. They are as follows.
1.   Education helps learners to see how various
ideas and institutions existed have been
adapted to the values and humans’
interests. For example, a book expresses
the needs and background of its author, or
how educational curriculum reflects the
values in various sectors in society.
2.   Education should be understood as a place
for learners to socialize as well as a place
to build a sense of citizenship. Education
should be based on what it is considered
right by the community where learners live
in order to be a good citizen.
3.  Educators should be willing and able to work
together with learners (and parents) in a
dialogic manner to identify some views
which is the right combination of the new
and old elements.
4.  Educational institutions should encourage
and assist learners to get involved in
general discussions about reality and life.
Postmodernists emphasize that concrete
and local concerns are important and
should be applied in education.
Meanwhile, learning in educational
institutions is often too abstract and not
relevant. Learning should combine some
concrete and general.
5.    One of the important things in education is
the accentuation on the democracy and
dialogical nature. Education should be
advanced without using top-down style
between educators and learners.
6.   Educators should help learners to learn how
to use technology in learning. An
advantage of this method is learners will
be actively involved to decide the things
they want to learn and why they should
learn it.
7.   This important to note that it is not enough
to give the learners ability to learn and the
let them do by themselves because most
of them need continuous help to learn what
they need for their lives nowadays.
8.  To make a democratic education is not by
breaking all the existing structures and
expectations, but it is better to try to create
various structures which support the
learners and let them give a significant
contribution and they have optimal control
on their learning. The importance of
democratic approach is not in the sense that
structure and content are not needed, but
learners (and educators) have to have a
view on how their learning should be
structured and the content that is made for
them.
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According to the points above, it is
obviously seen that postmodernism perspective
affects practically in pedagogy. For example,
describing that the learners should be assisted
to see how the existing ideas and institutions
have been adapted based on various values and
humans’ needs. This proves that there is a direct
implication of postmodernists’ views that
people shape the reality based on their needs,
interests, prejudices, and customs and culture
they have. One of the meanings of education is
a series of intentional actions. Therefore, in
education, it is necessary to know the objectives
that are wanted to be achieved (BERNADIB,
2002: 5). It will be strange even useless when
education and its aspects are implemented
without any purposes or something behind its
implementation.
4. The Relevance of Postmodernism
Perspective to the Learning
The relevance of curriculum 2013
which emphasizes on the thematic learning in
the learning process is putting greater stress on
the implementation of learning by doing the
concept. Dantes (in Ardiawan, 2017) stated that
education should be based on 5 educational
pillars. They are learning to know, learning to
do, learning to be, learning to live together, and
learning to live sustainably. Therefore, teachers
need to design a learning experience that will
affect the meanings of students’ learning.
Learning experiences showing the connection
between the conceptual elements makes the
learning process more effective. The conceptual
connection among subjects learning will form
a schema, so learners will get the wholeness of
knowledge. The most suitable learning concept
for students is thematic learning. By
implementing thematic learning will bring
some advantages. They are as follows.
1. By combining some basic competencies
and indicators as well as the content of
subjects will be more effective since the
overlapping of learning materials can be
decreased or even eliminated.
2. Learners are able to see the meaningful
relationships since the content or learning
material will act more as means or tools,
not as the final purpose.
3. Learning becomes intact so learners will
get an understanding about process and
materials that are not fragmented.
4. By integrating the subjects, the
understanding of a concept will be
increased and better. Joni T.R in Trianto
(2007: 6) also described that integrated
learning is a learning system that allows
learners, both individually and collectively,
to be more active in seeking, digging, and
finding the concepts and principles of
knowledge holistically, meaningfully, and
authentically. In line with that view,
Hadisubroto in Trianto (2007: 6) stated that
integrated learning is a learning begun
from a certain theme or topic which is
connected to other topics, concepts, or
certain themes which can be done
spontaneously or planned, both in a certain
or more fields of study and with variety of
students’ learning experiences, learning
will be more meaningful. integrated
learning aims to help to learn in learning.
C. CONCLUSION
Postmodernism perspective discussed
above (reality, change and difference,
metaphysics, self, research, and forms of
science) has prospective implications or
practical effects if it is implemented in the
educational field. Learners should be helped to
see how existing ideas and institutions have
been adapted based on various values and
humans’ interests. This point is the direct
implication of postmodernism perspective that
people shape reality based on their needs,
interests, prejudices, customs, and cultures
around them. Postmodernism perspective
affects practically on the pedagogy. Thematic
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learning emphasizes more on the
implementation of learning concept while
doing something or so-called learning by doing.
Learning in curriculum 2013 is known as
integrated thematic learning which is the
combination of some subjects and it is a part
that cannot be separated from the learning
process occurring at schools because those
subjects help the learners to get to know their
social environment.
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